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Session 3 - Your Child ̓  s Shaping Influences  

1. Definition of Shaping Influences  
a. Events and circumstances in a child’s development that prove to be catalysts 

for the person they become  
b. Biblical basis  

i. Genesis 18:19  
ii. Deuteronomy 6:2  
iii. Proverbs 22:6  
iv. Ephesians 6:4  

c. The person your child becomes is the product of his life experience and how he 
responds to the life experience  

2. Examples of Shaping Influences  
a. Family structure—includes the myriad of different combinations of relationships 

that form a family’s background and history  
b. Family values—what is important to mom & dad? what are the value statements? 
c. Family boundaries—what is private, what do you share?  
d. Family roles—children learn how to be parents as they observe mom and dad  
e. Family conflict resolution—how are issues resolved?  
f. Response to failure—what happens when mistakes and failures occur?  
g. Family history—major events in the life of a family, like marriages, deaths, moves, 

trauma, etc.  
h. Education—type and form  
i. Cultural stability or instability  

3. Two mistakes that are made regarding shaping influences  
a. Denial—saying that children are unaffected by early childhood 

experiences.  Example: “My children aren’t affected by _____” 
b. Determinism—assuming children are inert and simply the product of 

shaping influences.  Example: “If I provide the proper environment, it will 
automatically produce the proper child.”   
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4. Your kids are never passive to the shaping influences you 
provide  

a. They are active responders, they will be shaped by experiences 
b. Children respond to the Godward orientation of their hearts  
c. Children raised by the same parents may have different results because of the 

child’s reaction to shaping influences 

5. What is this teaching about?  
a. It  is not  about how to get it right  
b. It  is not  to guarantee that you kids will grow up in the faith  
c. It  is  really about living before God in obedience  

i. Fulfilling the calling God has given to you  
ii. Trusting God for what God will bring in the lives of my children  

6. Then why bother? 
a. You do all that God has called you to do because God has called you to do it  
b. Ultimately, your children are responsible for their responses to your parenting  
c. The condition of your child’s heart determines how he will respond to the shaping 

influences of his life (see Proverbs 4:23)  
d. Proverbs 9 provides the balance needed  

i. The wise person responds well to instruction and grows wiser  
ii. The foolish person resists instruction and sinks more deeply into 

rebellion  

7. We have three reasons for hope  
a. God’s purpose is to work through families  
b. The gospel is suited to the deepest needs of your children  
c. The gospel is powerful—it can transform your kids 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
End of Session 3  

 


