
SCIENCE: Chapter 9 Study Guide               Weather 

 

 What two reasons should we study weather?  

1.  ________________________________________ 

2. ________________________________________ 

Term Definition 

weather condition of the air at a certain time and place 

atmosphere the layer of gas that surrounds the earth 

meteorologist a person who studies the weather 

weather forecast a prediction of future weather 

precipitation water that falls from the sky to the ground 

water cycle the movement of water from the earth to the sky and back to 
the earth again 

rain gauge a tool scientists use to measure the amount of rain that falls 

drought the lack of enough precipitation 

wind moving air; caused by changes in temperature 

weather vane a tool that shows which direction the wind is blowing 

anemometer a tool that measures wind speed 

temperature the measure of how hot or cold the air is 

thunderstorms severe weather that usually occurs in warm weather and has 
lightning, thunder, heavy rain, and strong winds 

tornado a funnel-shaped cloud of swirling winds that reaches the ground 

hurricane severe weather with strong, swirling winds and heavy rain that 
forms over warm ocean waters 

blizzards snowstorms with strong winds 

evaporation when water changes from liquid to water vapor  

condensation when water vapor in the air forms clouds 

precipitation when water or ice falls from the sky to the earth 

clouds What gives us clues about the weather? 

cumulus  fluffy clouds that can grow tall and become thunderclouds 

fog clouds that form close to the ground 

cirrus high, wispy clouds  



 Measuring weather can help you _____________________________________________. 

 A severe weather plan should include a _________________ and an_____________________. 

 Name the four forms of precipitation. 

____________________________ _____________________________ 

____________________________ _____________________________ 

 

 Write about it: You are in the backyard enjoying a game of hide-and-seek. You 

observe the cumulus clouds in the sky getting taller and darker. The wind is blowing 

the trees and getting stronger. Describe the clues that your weather observations 

give. Name and explain a weather tool that a meteorologist would use during the 

upcoming weather. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Label the diagram: evaporation, precipitation, condensation  

 


